DSNetUK Steering Committee Meeting

Manchester Conference Centre, The University of Manchester

Meeting Number 5

Date:

16th January 2006

Present:
Eddie Townsend (ET – Chairman), Xyratex Ltd



David Wright (CDW – Co-ordinator), University of Exeter



Nigel Mackintosh (NM – DTI Monitor), Mackintosh Consultants



Rob Hardeman (RH), Seagate Ltd



Des Mapps (DM), University of Plymouth



Paul Nutter (Secretary), The University of Manchester

5.1 Apologies

Were received from Barry Middleton (The University of Manchester), David Jenkins (University of Plymouth), Andrew Pauza (Plasmon Data Systems Ltd)

5.2 Postponement of SC Meeting

It was decided by all members of the committee to delay the SC meeting until a later date, to which, the new members of the SC:

Ant Miller (BBC)

Tony Curzon-Price (Arithmatica Ltd)

would be invited.

[Action: CDW to invite new members]

It was suggested that the meeting should be arranged centrally, possibly Warwick (Arithmatica Site).

It was decided that informal minutes of the meeting should be taken.

5.3 Networked Storage Meeting

There was a discussion of the forthcoming (March - yet to be arranged) DSnetUK topical meeting on Networked Storage.

ET mentioned that the DTI was hosting a similar full-day meeting in London  on 1st Feb, some members expressed a concern about this being so close to our scheduled meeting. CDW asked if it is a closed meeting, ET stressed that it wasn’t and that members of UKDSNet were welcome to attend. 

ET stated that there could be some overlap between the two meetings, in particular similar technical content. There meeting is a EU event with approx. 8 UK companies taking part (100+ attendees). CDW suggested we could open the DTI meeting to DSNet members, with the network paying any travel expenses.

[Action: ET to send the agenda for the DTI meeting to all SC members]

If a decision to host a similar meeting through DSNetUK was made, then CDW asked  ET to identify speakers from the DTI meeting to invite. ET and CDW to arrange meetings. 

[Action: ET and CDW to arrange Networked storage topical meeting]

CDW asked about a location, ET stated that Xyratex is happy to host, DM requested that somewhere more halfway would be beneficial. Numeropus suggestions were made, for example the BBC (Kingswood Warren). 

ET stressed that the meeting would be different from the DTI event, and that we could have different speakers and an informal, round-table, discussion.

DM suggested that we should delay our meeting, maybe until April.

5.4 Scope of the next General Meeting

There followed a general discussion about the topics to be covered at the next general meeting, week commencing 24th April. Including what format it would take and how would could entice people to attend. Suggestions included, CDW, EU/International expansion of activities, invited speakers for European companies, EU project officers. Discuss funding for EU Framework 7 (starting January 2007).

As part of the network plan we have to arrange a general meeting, the topical meeting on network storage (if run), two extra topical meetings, plus a final general meeting.

Possible areas for future topical meeting were discussed, RH other memory technologies, DM materials, ET grid middleware software/applications. NM stressed that the roadmap should be used to define the topical meetings. A proposed agenda item for a general meeting is a presentation and discussion of the roadmap. 

[Action: ET, CDW to complete the roadmap and plan an agenda for the general meeting]

DM/NM both raised the issue whether this network could eventually become a professional network under the DTI (£1million/year). To dos so we would have to demonstrate the success of the network. Reach out more? 

[Action: NM/CDW to investigate] 

