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Aims of the Roundtable
The energy system in GB undergoing significant change towards a more distributed,
decentralised and flexible system across electricity, heat and transport. The direction of travel is
challenging for the current top down, centralised system of operation and governance and these
shifts are leading to recognition that more localised energy system resources, actors and
institutions are becoming increasingly important. The Government’s Clean Growth Strategy
explicitly recognises that local areas ‘are best placed to drive emission reductions through their
unique position of managing policy on land, buildings, water, waste and transport’ and there is
increasing focus on the role of local coordination in whole system, integrated approaches to
decarbonisation. However, although there is extensive local experimentation in low carbon
energy, governance structures to shape and co-ordinate local energy systems are limited. The
role of DNOs is set to transform as they become more active managers of networks and
enablers of flexibility, local authority action on energy varies greatly across the country, and both
devolution deals and Local Enterprise Partnerships are increasingly focussing on energy.
Recognising these multiple developments, and the increasing strategic focus on local energy,
this roundtable event seeks to explore how the role of local actors in energy systems is
changing, the extent to which current governance, policy and regulatory arrangements support
action by the most appropriate actors at the right scale, and how action between local, regional
and national1 governments should be best coordinated. Experts and policymakers will discuss
these issues, through a range of focussed presentations and facilitated discussion, across two
sessions.
Session 1: How is the role of local actors and institutions changing and where do they
play a key role?
Questions to consider:
 When and where is local action important in energy system change – where do local
actors add value as the most appropriate locus for action?
 Who are the most appropriate actors and how will these change from area to area?
 To what extent do current policies, governance and regulatory arrangements support
local coordination of energy system change?
Session 2: What could a new or amended framework for local energy look like?
Questions to consider:
 Is there a need to develop new or amended institutional relationships between national,
regional and local energy system actors?
 What might a future framework for governing energy systems at a local scale look like?
 What are the gaps in knowledge and research needs in order to better understand
energy system integration across scales?
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This event is not specifically focussed on devolved governments although we welcome insights in relation to unique issues and
opportunities at this scale.

Agenda
10.00 – 10.15 Welcome and roundtable introductions - Prof Catherine Mitchell, IGov Team
10.15 – 10.30 Context and Introduction - Jess Britton, IGov Team
10.30 – 12.00 Session 1: How is the role of local actors and institutions changing and
where do they play a key role?
Four (6-8 minute) perspectives and then a chaired discussion





Jonathan Mullard, Local Energy Planning & Programme Manager, BEIS
Sheryl French, Cambridgeshire County Council
Ben Godfrey, Western Power Distribution
Richard Halsey, Energy Systems Catapult

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch
13.00 – 14.45 Session 2: How might governance structures and relationships need to
change?
Three (6-8 minute) perspectives and then a chaired discussion




Jan Webb, University of Edinburgh
Michael Jenkins, Bridgend City Council
Matthew Rhodes, Energy Capital, Birmingham & Solihull LEP

14.45 – 15.00 Wrap up

