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Mission 

The Energy Policy Group (EPG) at the 
University of Exeter provides an 
academic hub for the interdisciplinary 
study of energy policy. We place 
sustainability and change at the 
heart of debates about energy policy 
and governance. We work 
collaboratively with stakeholders and 
researchers on the economics and 
politics of energy to find new and 
innovative approaches for enabling 
the transition to a low carbon, 
sustainable and affordable energy 
system. 
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Key themes 

• Sustainable energy transformations 

– Balancing environment, security and 
affordability 

 

• Market and regulatory design 

• Politics, institutions and governance 

• Innovation and technical change 
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Current EPG research projects 

 

Project Funder Summary End Date 

IGov/ IGov2 

  

EPSRC Looking at relationships between innovation, governance, energy demand and 

affordability; and exploring means by which interactions take place within the energy 

systems and their implications for innovation.  

Sept 2019  

The politics of UK/EU 

Energy Policy 

UKERC UKERC Phase III project looking at the political interactions between UK and EU 

energy policy. 

Jan 2017 

Energy and Economic 

Growth 

DFID How investments in large-scale energy systems to poverty alleviation and economic 

growth for countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia 

2017/ 

2021 

AURES EU Horizon 

2020 

Analysis of Auctions for Renewable Energy across Europe. Led by DTU Denmark and 

with partners from across Europe. 

Jan 2018 

STEPPING UP EPSRC Water-Energy-Food Nexus project. UK initiatives that have a low impact across water, 
food and energy systems, and whether these could be replicated in other settings.  

Oct 2019 

Heat, Incumbency and 

Transformations 

UKERC The social and political power of the incumbent heating industry, their impact on UK 

heat policies and governance, and the implications for a sustainable heat 

transformation 

2018 

Future Gas Denmark 
Innovation 
Fund 

Understanding the role of gas in the Danish energy transition. Led by DTU, we will be 
supporting the research on gas markets and regulation. 

2019 

SIM4NEXUS EU Horizon 
2020 

Innovative methodologies to facilitate policy design and bridge knowledge and 
technology gaps in the water-land-food-energy-climate Nexus under climate change 
conditions 

2020 

Local Energy markets ESIF Developing a local energy market using Cornwall as a prototype.  Led by Centrica, 
with Exeter evaluating the project and its impacts 

2019 

ICE Interreg Innovative, smart and low carbon energy solutions for isolated territories in the 
Channel area 

2020 

Future Electricity 

Systems 

China Light 
and Power, 
Mava, FCO 

To review the electricity sectors in Asia and Europe and to compare the impacts of 
new technologies and policies on the business models of incumbent utility 
companies 

2017 
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Growing international links 

 



Energy Policy Group 

Catherine Mitchell 

Background: journalist (oil and gas 
markets), worked for Governments, 
lots of advisory experience 

 
• How to transform the current ‘dirty’ 

energy system to a ‘clean’ one 
• Governance and innovation 
• Energy regulation and market 

design 
 

Projects 

PI IGov/ IGov2 

Contribution to most other projects 
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Jess Britton 

Background: sustainability manager in local 
government and NHS, consultant at Ofgem 

 
• The development of heat networks  
• Heat policy design and implementation 
• Local authorities/ municipalities 
• Multilevel governance 
• LEPs 
• New business models 

 
 
Projects 

PhD: the development of heat networks in the UK 
and Germany with particularly focus on the role of 
municipal utilities 

IGov2 
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Joe Dutton 

Background: European gas market journalist, 
upstream oil and gas consultant 

 
• Renewable energy policy and market 

integration across the EU 
• EU referendum and implications for UK 

energy 
• Analysis of new EU energy governance and 

the Energy Union 
• UK and European gas industry 
• Gas markets and security 
• Shale gas 

Projects 

The politics of UK/EU energy policy 
interactions 
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Oscar Fitch Roy 

Background: energy policy and marketing 
consultant in renewable industry 

 
• EU energy governance 
• Renewable energy policy and 

governance, especially marine 
renewables like offshore wind, at 
national and European levels 

• The roles and ideas of business and civil 
society in the policy-making process 
 

Projects 

PHD: the negotiation of the EU  2030 climate 
and energy strategy 

AURES 
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Antony Froggatt 

Background: energy consultant and journalist 
 
• Research fellow in the EPG 
• Research fellow at Chatham House -  

specialises in global energy security and 
European and Asian electricity policy 

• EU referendum and implications for UK 
energy 

• Analysis of new EU energy governance 
 

Projects 

IGov 2 

Future Electricity Systems 
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Richard Hoggett 

Background: community energy, Local 
Government LA21 and HECA, Centre for 
Sustainable Energy, energy consultant 

 
• The role of rules and regulations in the shift 

towards a more demand focused, sustainable 
energy system 

• The role of energy consumers within GB  
• Institutions and scale in current energy 

systems 
• Smaller scale approaches and disruption in 

the current energy system  

Projects 

PhD by publication: scale and low carbon 
transitions 

IGov 1 and 2 
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Nicola Hole 

Background: PhD in energy demand reduction, 
post-doc on social capital in energy 

 
• Smart, flexible governance within the water-

energy-food nexus 
• The relationship between social capital and 

sustainable practices 
• Links between the core economy and 

governance for sustainable transitions 
• Sustainable food networks within the UK and 

further afield 

Projects 

SIM4NEXUS 



Energy Policy Group 

Matthew Lockwood 

• Background: international development 
NGOs and DFID, climate and energy policy at 
IPPR, IDS Sussex 
 

• Comparative political economy of climate 
policy 

• Creating political stability for climate policy 
• Politics of institutional change in the energy 

sector 
• Codes governance, network regulation and 

smart grids 
• Politics of the Capacity Market 

Projects 

IGov/ IGov2 

The politics of UK/EU energy policy interactions 
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Richard Lowes 

Background: Policy advisor at SSE and SGN 
 

• UK heat policy, in particular the UK heat 
strategy and the Renewable Heat Incentive. 

• Power and incumbency in system 
transformations 

• Lobbying 
• Development of sustainable heat 
• Gas networks and systems 

 
Projects 

PHD: Socio-political power in the development 
of UK heat policy 

Heat, Incumbency and Transformations 

Future Gas 
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Helen Poulter 

Background: Conservation and countryside 
management, renewable energy degree 

 

• Drivers behind change in the energy 
system 

• Future energy networks and 
decentralisation 

• Energy storage adoption in the 
electricity network 

 

 
Projects 

PhD: Disinvestment and death spirals 

IGov2 
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Iain Soutar 

 
 

Background: environmental science and 
environmental economics 

 

 The processes of social and technical 
innovation, and how these are influenced by a 
range of actors 

 Governance and system change 

 Community energy 

 Citizen oriented energy 

 Innovation and governance in the energy-
water-food nexus 
 

Projects 

Stepping Up 
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Bridget Woodman 

Background UK and EU environmental NGOs, 
Science and Technology Policy 

 
• Renewables policy design and implementation 
• Market design and regulation 
• Nuclear power 
• Climate policy 

 
Projects 

Energy and Economic Growth 

Heat, Incumbency and Transformations 

Local Energy Markets 

AURES 

ICE 
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Defining the EPG 
Structure 
• [relatively] non-hierarchical 
• Emphasis on developing new researchers 

 
Content 
• Focus  

– Energy and governance 
– What enables a future energy systems 
– What’s happening on the ground 
– International 

• Not technology specific 
• High impact 

 
Purpose 
• Happy to challenge accepted norms if 

necessary 
• Emphasis on developing new approaches 

and viewpoints 
 


