DSNetUK Steering Committee, Xyratex Ltd, Havant  – Meeting Number 4

Date:


15th November 2005

Present:

Eddie Townsend (ET- Chairman), Xyratex Ltd




David Wright (CDW – Co-ordinator), University of Exeter




Nigel Mackintosh (NM – DTI Monitor), Mackintosh Consultants




Des Mapps (DM), University of Plymouth




Andrew Pauza (AP), Plasmon Data Systems Ltd

By tele-conf link:
Rob Hardeman, Seagate Ltd

4.1 Apologies 

Were received from Barry Middleton (Manchester University), Paul Nutter (Manchester University), David Jenkins (Plymouth University).

4.2 Matters arising from 3rd SC Meeting 

3.1 Topical Meetings

Two topical technical meetings were held as planned in July 2005.

14th July, Signal Processing for Data Storage, at Manchester University Conference Centre

19th July, Optical Data Storage, at Plasmon Data Systems, Ltd, Royston, Cambridge

Both events were well attended (20-25 attendees each) with a mixed industrial-academic audience. Presentations made at both meetings are now on DSNetUK.org website.

3.2 Links with other organisations

Good links with UKMagSoc already established.  A joint meeting on Magnetic Data Storage is to be held with UKMagSoc in Jan 06 (see below), and CDW is on UKMagSoc committee.

Links with IDEMA have been made.  A senior IDEMA spokesperson will be invited to the topical meeting on Magnetic Storage in Jan 06 and links explored further then.

[Action: ET, CDW to discuss with IDEMA]
Reciprocal membership of INSIC has been raised and is possible. CDW to take further.

[Action: CDW to contact INSIC again] 

3.3 Network funding applications

A section has been put on website for members to note funding applications that they are involved in with other members.

A number of members have collaborated in the preparation and submission to the EC FP6 Call 5 an Integrated Project, ProTeM (Probe-based TeraByte Memory) with a funding value of about 5 million euro.  DSNetUK members involved include Plasmon, Arithmatica and Exeter.  Other partners are IBM, RWTH-Aachen, University of Twente, CEA-LETI Grenoble, IST-Itzenhoe, ST Microelectronics.  Result of application known in Jan 2006. 

3.4 Data storage roadmap

This is awaiting completion of section on ‘networked storage’ before submission and discussion with DTI.

[Action: ET to arrange completion of network storage section]

3.5 Website updates

Website has been updated to show new members (as at September 05), to include presentations from technical meetings, to include a ‘jobs page’.  

4.3 DSNetUK activities since last SC

There have been a large number of DSNetUK organised or supported activities recently, the main ones being:

9th June, Presentation by CDW, AP and Bob Longman (Plasmon) of DSNetUK and its activities, and importance of data storage R&D in general, to EC Framework 7 co-ordinators in Brussels.  This is part of on-going information exchange with EC with the view to supporting data storage in Framework 7 programme

22nd June, Presentation on DSNetUK and its activities by CDW, AP and Peter Torok (Imperial College) at DTI Photonics Focus Conference, London

14th July, Signal Processing for Data Storage, at Manchester University Conference Centre

19th July, Optical Data Storage, at Plasmon Data Systems, Ltd, Royston, Cambridge

Support for 10 DSNetUK members (in total) to attend EPCOS (European Phase Change and Ovonic Science) and EOS (European Optical Society) conferences held at Cambridge University (September 05) and Imperial College (June 05) respectively.  This enabled strong participation by DSNetUK members at two major data storage related conferences held in UK.

4.4 Data Storage Roadmap

This is complete apart from the section on ‘network storage systems’, to be provided by Xyratex.

Aim of this section to be completed by end of year and roadmap to be presented and discussed with DTI in early 2006.

[Action: ET, CDW to complete roadmap in early 2006]

4.5 Event Planning

The main events for the coming period are:

Topical Technical Meeting on ‘Magnetic Data Storage – The Next Steps’.  

This has been organised for 16th January 2006, at the Manchester Conference Centre, University of Manchester.

Suggested industrial speakers include members from Arithmatica, DataSlide, Seagate, Plasma Quest and HP.

Suggested academic speakers include members from Exeter, Plymouth and Manchester Universities.

[Action: CDW and ET to contact and arrange speakers]

Topical Technical Meeting on ‘Networked Storage Systems’

It was agreed that we should aim to hold this meeting by end of March 2006 if possible.

Suggested speakers include Xyratex, Filetek (Mark Andrews), StoreAge (Dave Lever).

ET agreed to provide a more comprehensive list by Jan 2006

[Action: ET and CDW to agree list of speakers by Jan 2006]

2nd General DSNetUK meeting

This was provisionally arranged for week beginning 24th April 2006

Format, location and content of meeting to be discussed at meeting on 16th  Jan in Manchester
[Action:  All, discuss further at next meeting]

4.6 Relations with other initiatives and organisation

These have been discussed above.  Links with UKMagSoc, INSIC and IDEMA arranged or being pursued.

4.7 Any other business

4.7.1 The continuation of DSNetUK beyond DTI funding period (April 2007) was discussed.  Various membership arrangements, fees and benefits were discussed.

Possibility of DTI TP funding beyond 2007 was also raised.

It was agreed that ET would work on various business models for the network post 2007, and that NM and CDW would discuss with DTI possibility of DTI TP funding.

[Action: ET, NM, CDW]

4.7.2 A discussion of possible new industrial SC members was held, with a view to make the SC more representative of the range of storage-related industry and commerce in the UK.  

It was agreed that new SC members would be sought from Arithmatica, BBC and IBM.

[Action: ET to approach contacts in BBC and IBM; CDW to approach Arithmatica]

4.7.3 DTI TP programme.

The role of DSNetUK members in the Autumn 2005 TP Call for ‘Data and Content Storage, Management, Retrieval and Analysis’ was discussed.

Information on the call has been circulated to all members.

Xyratex, BBC and Plasmon are known to be considering bids.  

It was agreed that it would be useful for the SC to help encourage bids from members wherever possible.

It was pointed out that funding for meetings of members to prepare/discuss possible applications can be provided by the network (via CDW).

It was agreed that further discussions on possible TP bids should be held with members at the January meeting

[Action: ET, CDW to initiate further discussions]

